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Withthe explosion of coloour interiors, full swing ae now
looking atheresurgence of pattern.

Insglra_tloimr the revival of pattern comes in manyréorms _
global imagery, the graphic design community, and young hip
artisans working in all kKinds of mediums or the archives of ven
fabric houses reww&c%_orlglnal documents. Nothing creates img
a room likeattern, buhiscan create some anxious moments in tr
life of asoft desigprofessional.

Patterrand color create the greatest potential and difficulty in
decorating. There is a fine line between a stunning stheme of

atterngand a misimash megsf  \emaned theebusiness in the
ast 5 yeargjorking with pattesisomethimge w; Ibdeniy o u
the business for awjoke might have tefing/ourskills aime
subject. Now the time to discuss workingattémas our clients
will increasingly ask for these looks.



The Vocabulary of Palttern
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Patternis the arrangement of motifs on a surface in a regular
manner. Pattern is continuous; not confined by bamnbaries
visual. Pattern includes:

I Motifs or subject matter
I Style
I Layout

YOIt el lab www.softdesignlalb.com



The Vocabulary of Pattern

1. Motif- distinctive figures in a design; subject matter
2. Styleg motif rendered to emulate itgultural, geographior historic origins.

3. Layout arrangement of motifs on run of cloth

C e
Qﬁ@f . @f@&ﬁwﬂab www.softdesignlab.com



Pattern Tamilies
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Four main fabric pattern famg=
each creating different effect

Checks and Stripes
SOICJ( designlab

Florals
Pictorials
Eclectics



Checks and Stripes

Thesare versatile and the easiest to work with. They
add definition to a room, makmg{ it larger, taller, or s
Effects can range from country to more elegant, form
looks. They can seem bold or be a neutral. Vertical s
are the most common, and add height to room or win
The type of stripe you use depends on the room size
Wide, multiple or high contrast stripes should be use
larger rooms.

A Mix checks and stripes with everything, particularl
florals

A Use stripes to bring accent colors into a room
A Play with scale

A Checks and stripes work best together when in sa
color palette

A When work_ing:t; with a horizontal stripe specify the t
hem to fall in the middle of one of the stripes.

A Avoid using horizontal stripes in flat window treatm
orfurnishings
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Horals

Thes@atterns are the most common and best
selling historically. There are no negative :
connotationsind an endless variety in color, shape,sa®
construction. These patterns can range from large®
bold single blooms to small stitdeed-loralsvork b
well for informal moods and add atmosphere to a
room, but if they are used in excess they become
too fussy. Mixing with checks or stripes makes the @
Httle Imore masculine, as does using leafy types of &
orals

A If mixing more than one floral pattern, use lots t
create abundance, and choose prints that are &'
similar in motif and color. b

A Use the same floral pattern in varying sizes to
break a room into different areas
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Floral patterns can be further defined into the following
motif categories.

Chintz A home furnishings scale floral pattern with a

gl azed or polished finish. | t as name <co
Chintcolored chintz used to describe a variety of fabrics.
Colors are strong with vibrant motifs that contrast with the
ground cloth.

Botanical Motifs of entire plant forms (roots, too)
realistically rendered on cloth.

Tropicals bold, vibrant imagery from tropics make up this
category.

Jacobean deep coloredloral®n light grounds that are
derived from the Jacobean era. They are usually branches
accented by floral motifs that meander.

IndiennesFrench interpretations of early Indian prints.
These are block printed for export.
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